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Veterinarians in Northwestern Ontario play an important

role in informing the public about the risks of exposure to

rabies. May is Rabies Awareness Month and the perfect

time to remind pet owners and animal lovers of their

responsibility in preventing the spread of rabies through:

e promotion of routine rabies vaccinations;

e reducing the exposure of pets to wild animals by not
letting them roam freely; and

e spaying and neutering of pets to decrease
undesirable behaviours.

FAQ's ABOUT RABIES

What is rabies?

Rabies is a disease caused by a virus that attacks the
central nervous system of warm-blooded animals
(mammals) including humans. It is a deadly disease that is
preventable.

How is rabies spread?

Rabies is spread through the saliva of infected dogs and
cats or wild animals such as bats, skunks, foxes and
raccoons. You or your pets could get rabies if bitten or
scratched by an infected animal, or if their saliva comes in
contact with the moist tissues of the mouth, nose or eyes.
Rabies could even be spread by the improper handling of
a dead animal with rabies.

How do | know if an animal has rabies?

You don't. An animal in the early stages of rabies may
not show any signs. As the disease progresses, the rabid
animal will begin to behave strangely. Their movements
may appear stiff or awkward. Pets may lose their appetite
or become unusually aggressive or lethargic. Wild
animals may become overly friendly or overly aggressive,
attacking and biting other animals, inanimate objects or
even themselves. Night roamers, like raccoons and
skunks, may wander about in daylight.

What should | do if | think an animal has
rabies?

Stay away from it. Do not get saliva from the animal on
your skin. If it is a family pet, instruct the family to isolate
it and not touch it. Then immediately call the
Northwestern Health Unit.

Is there treatment for rabies?

The medical treatment is safe and effective. It consists of
an early treatment injection plus five vaccine injections
given over a one-month period.

EMERGENCY ON-CALL NUMBER: 1 (807) 468-7109

Reporting of Animal Bites

In accordance with Regulation 557 of the Ontario Health
Protection and Promotion Act, physicians, registered
nurses, veterinarians, police officers or any other person
who has information concerning any animal bite or other
animal contact that may result in rabies in persons, must
notify and provide information to the Medical Officer of
Health as soon as possible.

All animals implicated in animal bites
or potential rabies exposures
MUST NOT BE PUT DOWN before
the Medical Officer of Health has been notified.

2011

The Northwestern Health Unit maintains a 24-hour
emergency after-hours system for receiving and
responding to any suspected rabies exposures.
Report animal bites and potential rabies exposures
as required by calling: 1 (807) 468-7109.

BITES, SCRATCHES AND CONTACT WITH SALIVA

If you are aware that somebody has been bitten or
scratched by an animal or come into contact with saliva,
instruct them to immediately wash the wound or infected
area with soap and water, apply an antiseptic and then
seek medical attention. Then report the incident to the
Northwestern Health Unit so public health officials can
take immediate action to control the spread of this
contagious disease.

EXPOSURE TO BATS

Bats’ teeth are so small that they can bite a human
without leaving visible marks. Contact the Northwestern
Health Unit immediately if somebody says they had
contact with a bat, or woke up and found a bat (dead or
alive) in the room with them.

Contact a Public Health Inspector at one
of these Northwestern Health Unit offices.
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